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s a boy growing up in the 1930s near
luefield. W.Va.. Melvin Goins
aspired to become a lawyer, and it’s casy
to imagine that he would have been a good
one. But. once he discovered the sounds
of string band music emanating from
WCYB radio in the late 1940s, the course
of his life was forever changed. Though he
turned his focus toward music rather than
law, Melvin's skills as an orator and an
advocate. his eye for detail, his resource-
fulness. and his tenacity have all served
him well in his chosen profession. Over
his nearly sixty-year career, Melvin has
worked tirelessly in almost every capacity
in the bluegrass business, including
musician, bandleader. emcee, comedian,
booking agent, manager, festival pro-
moter, disc  jockey, producer,
historian...and cook. But, like a lot of us,
Melvin began as a fan.

“Back when | was just a young boy.
they had a show at Bristol called Farm
And Fun Time.” he recalls, “lt was two
hours every day, from twelve o’clock until
two o’clock. They had Curly King and the
Tennessee Hilltoppers and the Stanley
Brothers on there. Charlic Monroe and
the Kentucky Pardners. Flatt & Scruggs
worked there. | know many a day I'd be
working in the cornfield, I'd miss my
dinner break just to get to hear Lester and
Earl and the Stanley Brothers and Curly
King and them on WCBY in Bristol. They
had two lifteen-minute shows a day each.”

Melvin was mesmerized by the sound
of the banjos he heard on the radio, and his
heroes were Ralph Stanley and Earl
Scruggs. He still remembers the first time
he saw Scruggs live in 1948, “The first
time | seen Flat & Scruggs was al
Princeton, West Virginia, at Glenwood
Yark.” he relates. It was Lester and Earl
and Mac Wiseman and Jimmy Shumate
and Cedric Rainwater. Back then. they
dressed in riding pants and leggings and
wore the hats and the white shirts and the
great big wide ties. [ wanted to learn to play
the banjo so bad when Scruggs came out. |
remember their theme song then was
‘Train45."

“Ezra Cline [and the Lonesome Pine
Fiddlers] was working on WHIS in
Bluefield, and Ezra’d bring these shows in
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on Sunday afternoon at Glenwood Park.,
and the Lonesome Pine Fiddlers would
open the show. Larry Richardson was a
banjo picker from Galax. Virginia. Bobby
Osborne was about 16 years old., and Ray
Morgan and Ezra—that was the Lonesome
Pine Fiddlers. They had a banjo contest
between Earl and Larry Richardson. That
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drew a lot of people, because everybody
was already aware of both of them.”
Inspired by sceing Flatt & Secruggs.
Melvin soon managed to acquire an old
banjo from a neighbor by trading him
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